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her family, her Church is her greatest love and 
forms the core of her life. For 35 years she 
has been active in its life, including being 
President of the Pastor’s Aide Club from 1972 
to 1993. She was honored to be named Moth-
er of the Church, a position from which she in-
spires the lives of the young members of the 
Church and brings joy to her friends as well. 

The home of Mary Alice is a central gath-
ering place for family and friends alike. Her 
hospitality and living personality have brought 
people together for many years, with the most 
important moments: graduations, birthdays, 
holidays, church and community celebration—
spent at Mary Alice’s Her legendary cooking, 
particularly sweet potato pie and coconut 
cake, has been attracting family and friends 
alike for a lifetime. 

Most important, in addition to being a role 
model for members of the community, she has 
been a devoted, supportive mother to her two 
children, Mary Lee and Susan; her four loving 
grandchildren, Loretta, Janice, Shawn and 
Samantha; and a new great-grandmother to 
Janesha. 

As a loving family member, generous friend, 
and inspiring community member, Mary Alice 
Carter is greatly appreciated and loved by so 
many as she celebrates her 80th Birthday. 

Mr. Speaker, as Mary Alice Carter’s family 
and friends gather to honor her, let us join in 
sending our best wishes for a Happy 80th 
Birthday and many joyful times ahead.
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I wish today to 
honor Mr. Bob Adams on his retirement from 
the Social Security Administration after over 
33 years of dedicated service. 

And although Bob’s retirement is certainly 
well deserved, I have met the news with very 
mixed emotions. He has been my district of-
fice’s contact at Social Security for as long as 
any of us can remember, and we will truly 
miss him. 

Bob began his career with the Social Secu-
rity Administration in 1967 as a claims rep-
resentative in St. Paul, Minnesota, but was 
soon transferred to Colorado, and then Utah, 
where he was promoted to the position of Op-
erations Supervisor. In 1977, he came to Wis-
consin, where he has remained, first as an 
Operations Supervisor, and then quite recently 
as a Management Support Specialist. 

In his 23 years at the Milwaukee South of-
fice in Milwaukee, Bob Adams has provided 
service to thousands of individuals in a profes-
sional, courteous and respectful manner. In 
addition, he has spent countless hours doing 
outreach in the community, providing agen-
cies, businesses, schools and organizations 
with information about Social Security benefits. 
Bob has also been an effective, caring and fair 
supervisor to employees at the South office, 
and an enormous asset to staff in providing 
assistance with new computer technology. 

One of Bob’s duties at the South office has 
been acting as a liaison for congressional in-
quiries. Congressional staffers in our area 
have for many years benefitted from Bob’s 
amazing knowledge of Social Security pro-
grams, and his ability to provide ready an-
swers to even the most complex and technical 
of questions. He has always been willing to 
‘‘go the extra mile’’ for my constituents, and 
has always been a great pleasure to work 
with. We will miss his extraordinary talents, his 
dedication to service, his warmth, and his 
ready wit! 

Bob’s commitment to the community has 
also played an important part in his personal 
life. Not only has he been very involved assist-
ing the needy through programs at his church, 
but he recently also used vacation time to set 
up a medical clinic in El Salvador with his wife 
Debbie, who is a registered nurse practitioner. 

Bob and Debbie will be returning to Min-
nesota soon and plan to spend more time with 
each other and with their two grown daugh-
ters. But I know that Bob’s commitment to 
helping others will continue to keep him active 
in his community. Bob, my staff and I wish you 
well as you take on new challenges. God’s 
blessings to you always, and once again, 
thank you.
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Chancellor David Ward of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison for his dedi-
cated service to the students and faculty of 
this prestigious institution. 

Originally from England, Chancellor Ward 
earned a Fulbright award to study in the 
United States in 1960 and received a doc-
torate from UW-Madison in 1963. His faculty 
career at the University spans more than thirty 
years, including serving as chair of the geog-
raphy department from 1974 to 1977 and as-
sociate dean of the Graduate School from 
1980 to 1987. David Ward was vice chancellor 
for academic affairs from 1989 to 1991, and 
served as provost, chief deputy to the chan-
cellor, from 1991 to 1993. He became interim 
chancellor in January 1993, and was named 
chancellor in June 1993. 

Recognized as an authority in historical 
urban geography, David Ward holds the An-
drew Hill Clark Professorship of Geography, to 
which he will return after his sabbatical during 
2001. He is a past president of the Associa-
tion of American Geographers and initiated re-
search on the rapid growth of English and 
American cities in the 19th and early 20th cen-
turies. 

As the University’s chief executive, David 
Ward has greatly improved the quality of un-
dergraduate education. He has increased op-
portunities for undergraduate research, en-
hanced student advising, and expanded ac-
cess to courses. He funded the Under-
graduate Research Scholars (URS) Program 
as part of his on-going effort to strengthen 

campus programs that offer academic enrich-
ment for all students, especially those from 
underrepresented populations. 

Under his leadership, UW-Madison issued 
‘‘A Vision for the Future: Priorities for UW-
Madison in the Next Decade.’’ This document 
outlined the University’s mission, vision and 
priorities, and provided a foundation for some 
of the most comprehensive initiatives in the 
history of the campus. Through his work, 
Chancellor Ward has also strengthened the 
Wisconsin Idea, which has long promoted a 
collaborative and integrated relationship be-
tween the University and the state. As a land 
grant institution, public service is a natural part 
of the University’s existence. Hands-on work 
by students outside of the classroom as a 
means for gaining knowledge and for enhanc-
ing Wisconsin’s communities has been en-
couraged by Chancellor Ward during his ten-
ure. This encouragement has empowered stu-
dents to gain knowledge in ways that are not 
possible in a classroom or a laboratory. 

I am grateful for Chancellor Ward’s commit-
ment to undergraduate education and for his 
contributions to the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to recognize Ms. Paula 
Rourke of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. Al-
though Ms. Rourke passed away in 1999, her 
Spirit lives on in the community. She was re-
cently honored by the Shrewsbury Fall Fes-
tival as a citizen who exemplified their motto 
by being ‘‘a True Spirit of Shrewsbury.’’ Be-
cause of her community involvement, service, 
and dedication to others, Ms. Rourke is de-
serving of gratitude and acclaim. 

Born and raised in Shrewsbury, Ms. Rourke 
was the oldest of seven children and a grad-
uate of Quinsigamond Community College. 
Throughout the years, Ms. Rourke worked tire-
lessly with children and adults of special 
needs, coaching for the Special Olympics, 
mentoring and teaching valuable life skills. 
She was named Coach of the Year twice, and 
in 1998, she was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame of the Massachusetts Special Olympics. 
She also worked for over 25 years with the 
Shrewsbury Parks and Recreation Department 
and was described as the ‘‘heart and soul’’ of 
their summer program, accompanying the chil-
dren on every field trip from Fenway Park to 
Nantasket Beach. 

Paula Rourke loved Shrewsbury, and 
Shrewsbury loved her. She found delight in 
everything she did from the Shrewsbury 
Fourth of July Celebration to her fundraisers 
for special needs at the Knights of Columbus. 
She always gave unceasingly to her commu-
nity. In recognition of Ms. Rourke I would not 
only to call her ‘‘a True Spirit of Shrewsbury’’ 
but ‘‘a True Spirit of the America.’’
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